V&onique Dasen average-sized, there is one chance in two that the offspring will inherit the disorder. 4 While ancient texts are scrappy and human remains rare, pictures of short people are extremely numerous and informative. Dwarfism has even probably been the most commonly depicted human phyisical disorder, since earliest times. My study is based on over a thousand representations of dwarfs (tomb reliefs, vase paintings, mosaics, statuary), which were found in Egypt, Greece, and in the Roman world; they range from the Predynastic Period in Egypt (about 3000 BC) to the end ofthe Roman Empire (fifth century AD). These pictures can complete the literary sources in two ways. On the one hand, a number of accurately observed pathological forms can be identified. Most previous studies date to the first part of this century and should be revised in the light of present medical nomenclature and of an increasing body of evidence;5 during the past decade, medical research has progressively refined the classification of the different types of short stature, which now include over eighty distinct forms. On the other hand, there are a number of iconographic conventions that may limit the realism of the depictions; the rendering of a pathology may be too stylized, or too crude, or it may mix imaginary anomalies (hybrid figures). These iconographic conventions can bring to light ancient folk beliefs that influenced medical understanding. No picture is innocent, no artist is "de bonnefoi". The way ofstylizing, of selecting relevant features, of misconceiving the rendering of an anatomy, every choice on the artist's part, whether conscious or unconscious, can reveal how the condition was considered in the past. In this perspective, iconography offers us a unique means of approaching the history of collective attitudes and medical notions.
I. MEDICAL DEFINITION
Before analyzing ancient depictions, I present briefly the main types of growth disorders known today in order to define the visual features that may allow their identification in art, keeping in mind that ancient writers and artists could not differentiate between very similar conditions and only noted the most striking features of the prototype.6
Dwarfism in Egypt and classical antiquity There are two main categories of short stature: a disproportionate type, where restricted growth affects the limbs, or the trunk, or both in varying degrees, and a proportionate type, where the whole body is involved and remains small. In the most frequent types (for example, achondroplasia, hypochondroplasia) men and women seem to be equally affected. The body proportions are defined by the measurement of the upper to lower segment ratios (U/L), taken from the top of head to pubis and from pubis to heel.7 Normal adults have an upper/lower segment ratio of approximately 0.95 and an arm span equal to their total height ( fig. la) . The deviation of U/L from the average defines the type of dwarfism present, with short limbs, a short trunk, or a proportionate stature.
DISPROPORTIONATE SHORT STATURE
Short-limbed dwarfism The most common type ofdwarfism is achondroplasia, a short-limbed disorder due to a dominant genetic mutation that involves the ossification process of the cartilaginous bones, initiated in the uterus. The limb shortening is severe, while the trunk is almost normal in length (fig. lb and plate la); the head shows a large cranial vault and small facial bones. The prominent forehead is due to the normal development ofthe cranium from membraneous bone, while the base of the skull ossifies in cartilage and remains shorter: the small foramen magnum may produce hydrocephalus. The nasal bridge is depressed; in later development, protruding jawbones are common. A pronounced pelvic tilt induces lumbar lordosis with very prominent abdomen and buttocks. There may be associated thoracolumbar kyphosis. The finger tips reach only to the top of the thigh (greater trochanter), or even the hips (iliac crest). Joint mobility at the shoulders and the elbows is limited; the arms do not extend normally and fall in a stiffened way to the sides. The legs are short and slightly bowed. Folds of skin are due to the abnormal shortening of the bones. This growth disorder is not associated with metabolic defects, and mental development is usually unimpaired. Physical strength is normal, and agility can be very developed. The genital organs are normal and sexual maturity occurs at the proper time, although the small pelvis may create obstetric problems.
In a milder type, hypochondroplasia, the proportions of the body are similar, but the skull is not involved and the head and the face are normal.
In other types of short-limbed dwarfism, like pseudo-achondroplasia (fig. lc) or diastrophic dwarfism, the whole skeleton is small and may be affected by severe contractions of the joints, club-foot, and club-hand.
Short-trunk dwarfism
A disproportionate short stature may also result from an extreme shortening of the trunk due to a flattening of vertebrae, often accentuated by hidden flexion of the hips, coxa vara, and lumbar lordosis. The sternum is protuberant ( 
Hypopituitarism
When the pituitary gland fails to produce growth hormone, the adult has a well-proportioned diminutive stature and a childlike appearance, with a short nose, round cheeks, a small mandible, and a high forehead. Hands and feet are pudgy; the muscles are usually undeveloped, and the trunk tends to a slight obesity. Mental development is usually normal. A secondary hormone deficiency (gonadotropin) may impair sexual development and lead to infantilism.
Hypothyroidism
A thyroid dysfunction may induce pronounced physical and mental retardation. In severe cases (congenital hypothyroidism) it can lead to complete cretinism. In endemic cretinism, the disorder is associated with goitre and is due to a very low concentration ofiodine in drinking-water. The adult retains infantile proportions (in some cases with short limbs), with a distended abdomen accentuated by kyphosis ( fig. le) . The head is large and shows myxoedema; the face has coarse features, a snub-nose, thick lips, a large protruding tongue, a wrinkled forehead, and an apathetic expression. Sexual maturity is not reached.
Constitutional dwarfusm
Pygmyism enters the same category since the physical features of ethnic "dwarfs" resemble those of persons affected by a growth hormone deficiency. The best-known examples are the pygmy tribes of Central Africa, still living in the forest region in the north-west of Zaire (e.g. the Mbuti) and near the Lake Leopold (e.g. the Twa). Pygmies have a short stature without any disorder of the skeleton. They are thin and muscular, with a lighter skin colour than their negroid neighbours, but similar facial characteristics. Their upper limbs are large in relation to their size, while the volume of their skull and the breadth of their hips are only mildly reduced. The persistence of these specific physical features suggests that pygmyism may be due to a genetic adaptation to the equatorial environment. 8 Until recently, it was believed that pygmies had no recognizable hormone deficiency, as their body gave no response to hormone treatment. Recent research has, however, shown that they have a deficiency in an insulin-like growth factor which induces their typical proportionate short stature.9
II. EGYPT LITERARY EVIDENCE
No Egyptian medical text mentions short stature. Derived disorders, such as weakness of the legs, short-sightedness or deafness, are described in medical papyri, but they are never specifically related to a growth disorder. In literature, however, three words designate a dwarf: nmw, hwC and dng.10 They are often accompanied by an explicit determinative (class indicator), which gives us an initial insight into the Egyptian notion of restricted growth.
The term nmw,1I commonly translated by "dwarf ", is accompanied by the picture of a small man with a long trunk, short limbs, and slightly prominent buttocks suggesting a lordosis, as on the Late Period sarcophagus of the dwarf Djeho ( fig. 2a) .'2 The deceased himself had a disproportionate short stature, and is probably depicted at natural size since the figure measures 120cm (plate Ib). In the Middle Kingdom tombs of Khety and Bagt I at Beni-Hasan, the word is used as a caption to depictions of short-limbed dwarfs with very short, bowed legs.13 The only literary description of a nmw occurs in a New Kingdom magical spell.14 A divine dwarf, invoked to avert the danger of fire, is given the physical form ofan achondroplastic dwarf: "O you dwarfof heaven! You whoseface is big, whose back is long and whose legs are short." The word hwc,lS which usually denotes shortness and a physical insufficiency, describes here the brievity of the dwarfs legs; in another New Kingdom spell, it also designates the dwarf-god himself.16
The term dng' 7 is similarly associated with the image ofa man with short limbs, but it may have meant specifically a "pygmy". The word occurs in the letter sent impatiently gives orders to bring him the small man "live, hale, and healthy for the dances of the god ... to delight his heart"; the dng must also be watched on the ship, because he could fall into the river, and his tent must be inspected "ten times at night", which suggests that he could try to escape; the king, who was then aged about eight, may also have expressed an exaggerated solicitude. There is no description of the physical characteristics of the small men; the hieroglyphic determinative shows a standard dwarf with a disproportionate stature, a big head, a long trunk, and short limbs ( fig. 2b ). Yet, it seems quite likely that these dng were African pygmies. Egyptian representation has a very rigid system of conventions. The normal human body is shown in its most typical aspect (frontal eye and torso, profile) and has ideal proportions fixed in a canon which may be shown by a squared grid.26 The body consists of eighteen, later twenty-one, squares, and is divided into two relatively equal parts. The lower leg (tibia) is slightly longer, and the buttocks smaller than in reality.27 The physical form expresses the social status of the figures. Most figures of elite members, kings, and deities are shown in an idealized form, as tall, young, and healthy men; physical irregularities are usually reserved for minor figures involved in specific genre scenes such as marsh-scenes.
In this system, the image of dwarfs became stereotyped very early. From the Predynastic Period (before about 3000 BC) to the Graeco-Roman Period (332 BC), draughtsmen used a similar model made of the physical features of the most common conditions, achondroplasia and hypochondroplasia. A few representations of other types can be also identified. Most depictions come from funerary contexts (tomb reliefs and statuary).28
The earliest extant examples of representations of disproportionate dwarfs are small ivory figures found in the Predynastic sites of Ballas and Naqada in Upper Egypt. They represent short-limbed dwarfs, male and female; like normal figures, they are shown standing, naked, with a shaven head and large protuberant ears, with short arms and hands on hips (plate Ic).29 They are characterized by strikingly diminutive legs, very bowed, with severe leg deformities (coxa vara Dwarfism in Egypt and classical antiquity tongue, Bes-gods conform to the short-limbed model used for Ptah-Pataikos; a bicephalic amulet now in the British Museum53 is composed of the figures of Ptah-Pataikos and of Bes back to back; they have distinct heads, but share the same achondroplastic body. The high plumed head-dress of Bes-gods and their facial tattooed patterns led other authors to think that their model was an African pygmy. 54 In fact, this figure is a hybrid creature that cannot be medically diagnosed. As J. F. Romano has demonstrated,55 Bes is probably a native Egyptian creation, clearly composed of human and animal features; he has the proportions of a short-limbed dwarf, mixed with the round ears of a lion, its tail, and perhaps even its ruff, suggested by the short beard around his jawline.
Diastrophic dwarfism, a disorder of the short-limbed type, may be identified in four New Kingdom tombs from Tell el-Amarna (c. 1353-1335 BC). Two dwarfs, dressed in long skirts with strips, are depicted attending the queen's sister Mutbenret; they show a disproportionate short stature with a severe lordosis ( fig. 3c) . 56 The intriguing stiff position of their arms, with clubbed hands, and their very bowed legs, with clubbed feet, may be an attempt at rendering the contraction of the joints that characterizes this disorder. They may also be affected by pseudo-achondroplasia, a disorder that may induce such crippling malformations. Diastrophic dwarfism is also characterized by abnormal ear-lobes, large and ossified, as well as by very short lower limbs. An Old Kingdom statue of a dwarf harpist (plate Id) has such curiously big ears, with swollen lobes, and very small long bones.57 However, many Egyptian figures have unusually large ears without any pathological cause, and these details could also be due to a clumsy rendering of the condition.
A few dwarfs with proportionate short stature have been identified. Their small number is partly due to the fact that this disorder is especially difficult to diagnose in iconography; pathologically short men may be confused with minor figures, such as servants or children, shown at a small scale. The draughtsman must stress the physical abnormality of the figure by giving him an adult role or by adding bodily deformities. A case of hypopituitarism may be identified in the tomb of Ty at Saqqara (fig. 3d ).58 A diminutive man leads a dog and a monkey under the palanquin carrying his lord. His body is proportionately reduced, his head normally small and his trunk short. Yet a congenital malformation is suggested by his unusual slimness and by the slight shortening of his legs in relation to his trunk. The figure cannot be confused with that of a child: the dwarf is dressed like an adult, with a pointed kilt, a garment denoting high-ranking servants, he has a name "Pepy", and a title, "leader of the]jwhw," a term still obscure, but which suggests that the man held a specific office in the household. He is, moreover, depicted in charge of the master's pet animals, a function often reserved for short people. Figures of pituitary dwarfs may also mix with those of disproportionately short people, as in the tomb of the wife of Mereruka, Watekhethor. Twelve female dwarfs with different pathologies walk in a row. Ten of them have disproportionate short stature, with broad shoulders and prominent buttocks, while two are conspicuously slim with a trunk of normal length, like Pepy. All show normal facial features.59
A very few dwarf figures show a shortening involving primarily the trunk. I mention the possible depiction of a short-trunk woman on a small obelisk of the Late Period ( fig. 3e) .60 Her profile presents a protruding nose and jawbones, almost simian. Her trunk is very short, with a slight lordosis inducing a prominent belly. Her arms are of unrealistic length and reach mid-tibia. This unusual physical form may represent a racial characteristic, but no positive conclusion can be drawn from the inscription above the figure. H. de Meulenaere relates her name "dg-nt" to the word dng and suggests that it may mean "dwarf of Neith"; this hypothesis is supported by several New Kingdom references to dwarf-gods associated with the goddess Neith of Sais.61
Restricted growth may also be due to Pott's disease, which was probably present in Egypt as early as Predynastic times.62 Tuberculous osteomyelitis of the spine may be identified in two figures of dwarfs. The short stature of the man standing with a dwarf in the tomb of Bagt I in Beni-Hasan may be due to that disease.63 His neck and his trunk are shortened while his back has a characteristic angular kyphosis. The word that runs above his head, jw, may refer to his hump. In the tomb of Ty, a man leading two dogs below a dwarf with a monkey, has a shoulder that makes a curiously protruding angle ( fig. 3f) .64 Yet no conspicuous shortening in the trunk is present, and Pott's disease cannot be identified with certainty.
No skeleton, nor any certain depiction of pygmies, has been found in Egypt. If we assume that the two dng brought back from the south in the time of Kings Izezi and Pepy II were ethnically short, this gap suggests that pygmies were a rarity in Pharaonic times. The only document often quoted as a depiction of pygmies is a toy found in 59 They have a proportionate short stature, with a slight spinal deformity (prominent buttocks and abdomen) and their wrinkled foreheads suggest that they are old or Pataikos-like. Yet, they do not exhibit clear ethnic characteristics, from which we could conclude that they are pygmies and not short Egyptians. No diagnosis can be drawn from the bowing of their legs, which is due to their dancing; their flat noses may indicate their negroid origin as well as pathological abnormalities.
DISCUSSION
Throughout the Dynastic Period, Egyptian draughtsmen used a common model to depict dwarfs, a model based upon the features ofshort-limbed people; even the notion of pygmy was encoded in the script of a disproportionate dwarf. The characteristic features of disproportionate dwarfism are, on the whole, very cleverly observed and selected (the big head, the long trunk in relation to the short bowed limbs). Accurate physical details are often added: the bulging forehead, the muscular trunk, suggested by broad shoulders, the curved and stubby arms with short square hands, the heavy thighs and buttocks, the lordosis induced by the pelvic tilt. The Egyptians recognized other conditions, such as diastrophic dwarfism and proportionate short stature. So far as is known they did not formulate their knowledge in medical texts.
Since the artists used common models, they never made a real portrait. Seneb, for example, is individualized by his titulary and kinship, but his depiction in reliefs and statuary resembles that of other short people. Only the unusual features of the diminutive Pepy in the tomb of Ty and of the two dwarfs from Tell el-Amarna may render the appearance of specific individuals.
The standard form for dwarfs, however, shows three features which are not realistic but have an iconographic meaning: (1) In almost all depictions, short persons have normal faces, which would imply that they are all hypochondroplastics. Since achondroplasia has a similar incidence to hypochondroplasia, this presentation is probably purely conventional. It may be related to the fact that dwarfs are hardly caricatured in Egyptian art. Short persons are most often properly dressed in kilts, which hide the deformity of their legs, while fishermen, for example, wear rough loincloths that reveal their genitals. Even kind.74 Only in the Problemata, a late compilation of Aristotelian treatises, does the author define clearly two types of dwarfs: short disproportionate persons, who "have limbs of children", a large upper body, and short lower limbs; and people "small as a whole" who look like human miniatures painted on shops.75 This proportionate short stature is attributed to a shortage of space. Aristotle tells us that Maltese lap-dogs are reared in small cages that limit their growth; their limbs are progressively crushed and bent. The author does not specify if such treatment could also be applied to humans.
The term iuwyjaxo; designates also a population of feeble little men, living at the end ofthe inhabited world, who must each year repel the attacks ofmigrating cranes. Their name, iuyjaio; derives from iro'ypi "the fist, boxing", and is also a measure of length "from the elbow to the knuckle" (about 33 cm), which suggests that they were imagined extremely small and rather pugnacious.76 In the late-fifth century, the only author who describes their appearance, Ctesias, locates them in India;77 he says that they are very small, with long hair hanging down to the knees, or even longer, and very long beards, so that they do not need any clothing. V&ronique Dasen two terms woyjatioc and v&vo; can also be observed in iconography. 8 In Archaic vase-painting, pgymies are not characterized by ethnic features (woolly hair, dark skin), but only by an extreme smallness; they appear as little men, proportionately reduced as on a cup in Wurzburg (plate 4a).82 In the Classical Period, on red-figure vases, pygmies are depicted like pathological dwarfs with short, bowed limbs, although at this period Greeks knew how to characterize Black people. On a rhyton in Leningrad (plate 4b), the pygmy has typical achondroplastic features, a large head, with snub-nose, a long muscular trunk, thick thighs, and protruding buttocks. A physical abnormality, dwarfism, takes the place of an ethnic characteristic.83 This non-ethnic image is, ofcourse, partly related to the fact that the Greeks probably never saw a real pygmy, but could observe their own short compatriots. These pictures of pygmies may also have emerged to account for the presence of dwarfs at Athens; they turned an anomaly into a race in order to reduce its disturbing, exceptional nature. These pictures were thus a means ofexpressing the trouble induced by this unexplained physical difference, which could be debated freely in ethnological terms. Greek ethnography knew of other fabulous races, similarly distant, which were probably also related to real genetic malformations. An unambiguous example is given by Ctesias, who asserts that "in a distant land called Albania, men are born whose hair turns white in childhood and who see better by night than in the daytime".84
Images of pathological dwarfs are found mostly in red-figure vase-painting of the second half of the fifth century; their emergence is related to the increasing realism of representation. Disproportionate short stature prevails, and within this category different pathologies are identifiable.
Unlike Egyptian draughtsmen, Greek artists characterized most dwarfs as achondroplastics. On the Peytel aryballos (plate 4c),85 for example, a short man is standing in a surgery, perhaps waiting for his turn. His morphology is very naturalistically indicated: he has a long, massive trunk, short legs, and thick thighs, with folds of skin, contrasting with the shortness of his lower legs. His hairy chest is made to appear very muscular by the full lower line of the chest muscle (pectoralis major) drawn in brown on his abdomen. His head shows the typical features of achondroplasia: the depresssion at the root of the nose, emphasized by a large hook drawn at its wing, a bulging forehead, made obvious by his incipient baldness, thick lips, and a strong lower jaw revealed by sparse side-whiskers spread along his cheeks. The abnormal morphology of achondroplastics is often very delicately rendered, as in a figure by the Peleus Painter on a stamnos in Erlangen (plate 4d).86 A short man, characterized by a broad trunk contrasted with his small arms, dances gracefully. He has a small button-nose, a large lower lip revealed by his moustache and beard, a small chin and mandible contrasting with his large cranium. His bulging forehead is indicated by a fine line towards the eyes, which are surmounted by thick brows giving him a thoughtful expression. In other figures, when the abdomen is in profile, the lumbar lordosis, associated with prominent buttocks and a swelling belly, is clearly indicated. 87 We know only a few instances of hypochondroplasia. The dwarfdepicted on a krater in Zurich,88 for example, is distinguished by a perfectly normal profile with a straight forehead-nose line.
The only certain depiction of a pathological proportionate short stature is found on a cup from the Athenian agora (plate 5a Dwarfism in Egypt and classical antiquity from the one depicted on the skyphos in Munich. The notion of female deformity seems to have been more disturbing than that of male abnormality, which was valued for its dionysiac connections.
IV. ROME LITERARY EVIDENCE
No Hellenistic or Roman medical text mentions restricted growth, but views were probably similar to those expressed by Aristotle. Thus, late lexicographers repeat the belief that dwarfs have large genitalia, like small mules.97 In the Empire, high society developed a pronounced taste for entertainers with conspicuous physical or mental malformations, such as cretins, hunchbacks, and dwarfs. A few texts suggest that the market in these people was so good that monsters were artificially produced to satisfy the clientele. Longinus thus mentions cages in which pygmies or dwarfs were kept in order to stunt their growth, and the elder Seneca says in an imaginary lawsuit that "bonebreakers" collected abandoned children and crippled them, cutting and twisting limbs and bodies to force them to beg in the streets.98 Plutarch confirms that in Rome one could buy in the freak-market people "who have no calves or are weasel-armed, or have three eyes, or ostrich-heads."9 ICONOGRAPHY The iconography of the Hellenistic age (from the late-fourth century BC) is characterized by a great increase in numbers ofnaturalistic subjects. In Alexandria and in Asia Minor, large workshops began to produce a wide range ofworks depicting human beings with an accentuated physical and psychological realism. Mass production ofsmall terracottas and bronzes, soon distributed throughout the Roman world, gives folk images of the humble people of Hellenistic towns, such as fishermen, merchants, slaves, and beggars. The artists display their virtuosity and their sense ofhumour in depictions of people in unusual poses, with comic expressions and curious morphologies.°°P hysical abnormality is no more a taboo, but, on the contrary, picturesque; physical malformation becomes a source of inspiration. In Asia Minor, some workshops produced large numbers ofterracottas that show pathological defects very meticulously; these workshops were located in towns with schools of medicine (Smyma, Pergamum, Ephesos, Alexandria, Cos), and authors like D. and M. Gourevitch have rightly suggested that these workshops did not work for the school, but were probably inspired by observation of the patients who came to consult the doctors.I01 97 Hesychius, Photius and The Suda, s.v. vavo;.
In this period, ordinary dwarfs are depicted with a ruthless realism. Small terracottas and bronzes ofdwarfs are common, but they also occur in mosaics and, for pygmies, in wall-paintings.'02 An artist often emphasized abnormal features in order to create an aesthetic emotion at the expense of his model. The expressions are highly individualized, the attitudes vivid, and the dwarfs' morphology, musculature, and facial features may be rendered with minute attention to details. These works do not form a very homogenous group. The objects have varied origins: some come from the mass production of eastern workshops, while others, finished with great care, were probably made to order and perhaps portray famous dwarfs who belonged to wealthy families as entertainers (musicians, dancers).
Paradoxically, the range of conditions shown is not much wider than in Classical Greece. As always, disproportionate dwarfism prevails, often with typical achondroplastic features, emphasized by grimacing expressions (plate 6a), but the face may also be normal (plate 6b). 103 In many instances, the phallus is over-large. In Egypt, terracotta figures of old achondroplastic dwarfs may still be related to Ptah-Pataikoi. They are characterized by the head-dress of the child Horus-Harpokrates, with buds on a headband, and have disproportionately large phalluses.
Only a few instances of proportionate short stature can be identified. An example, now in the Louvre, is a woman with a small, plump body (plate 6c).104
On the other hand, representations ofpeople affected by hypothyroidism are relatively numerous. The majority come from Egypt and Asia Minor and are made in terracotta. They represent humble people, such as fishermen, who are characterized by heavy facial features and obesity. A terracotta in Dresden, for example (plate 6d), shows a dwarf boxer, with cauliflower ears and pathological fatness due to metabolic disorders.'05 Rarer disorders may have been shown. An ivory figure in the British Museum, for example, shows a crouching hunchback with a stunted trunk and strikingly thin limbs.'06 He may suffer from metatropic dwarfism, or his limbs may not have grown because of polyomelitis, an infection that affects the spinal cord and induces such destruction of the nerves to the muscles. sia frSc gymnasium, and often dance with great vivacity. In the iconography of these three cultures, short-limbed dwarfism (achondroplasia and hypochondroplasia) prevails. This preponderance may reflect reality since the incidence rate of achondroplasia and of hypochondroplasia is the highest of all types of dwarfism; affected newborn infants are also relatively strong. Yet each culture developed slightly different detailed models: some real physical features are enhanced, as if they became more significant, others are suppressed. Thus in Pharaonic Egypt, dwarfs are characterized by normal faces associated with very short limbs, but by snub-noses associated with balding heads in Classical Greece, while an over-large phallus is a common feature in the Hellenistic and Roman world. These iconographic choices cannot be explained by medical causes and they do not reflect the progress of scientific knowledge. More probably, they express the different social roles given to that physical minority throughout the centuries: dwarfs received a positive evaluation in Egypt (affinity with the sun god) and in Greece (affinity with satyrs and the Dionysiac world), but in Rome only their apotropaic and entertaining qualities prevailed. Gaps in the material are revealing too. The absence of dwarf women in Greek imagery suggests that the notion of female physical abnormality was not acceptable in Athens. Male dwarfs were symbolically made acceptable by their integration within the Dionysiac cult. Their physical anomaly seems to have been regarded as the sign ofan immediate relationship with the world ofDionysos and made them a human counterpart of satyrs. This absence of women may also bear witness to some sympathetic feelings; their representation would have implied making them objects of popular derision, as may have happened with the woman on the Munich skyphos.
